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really bad information 2 months ago. 
We thought this was going to last for 6 
more—8 more months before we ran 
out of money in this vital program for 
veterans. 

This is going to get passed. For all 
veterans or people out there, citizens of 
this country watching this, we are 
going to provide this for our veterans. 

And I might add that not all VSOs do 
oppose this. Many were mentioned, but 
many others do not oppose this legisla-
tion. 

I think it is critical that we get this 
done, Madam Speaker, get this off the 
table this week, signed into law, work 
the other part of the agreement that 
we had agreed to out in the next com-
ing weeks. I will be willing to work as 
expeditiously as possible to get this 
done. 

Once again, I encourage all Members 
to support this legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
ROE) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, S. 114, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WALZ. Madam Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

REPORT ON H.R. 3358, DEPART-
MENTS OF LABOR, HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES, AND EDU-
CATION, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2018 
Mr. COLE, from the Committee on 

Appropriations, submitted a privileged 
report (Rept. No. 115–244) on the bill 
(H.R. 3358) making appropriations for 
the Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2018, and for other 
purposes, which was referred to the 
Union Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of 
order are reserved on the bill. 

f 

HARRY W. COLMERY VETERANS 
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 
OF 2017 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Madam 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 3218) to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to make 
certain improvements in the laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3218 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 

the ‘‘Harry W. Colmery Veterans Edu-
cational Assistance Act of 2017’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. References to title 38, United States 

Code. 

TITLE I—POST-9/11 EDUCATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

Sec. 101. Consideration of certain time spent 
receiving medical care from 
Secretary of Defense as active 
duty for purposes of eligibility 
for Post-9/11 Educational As-
sistance. 

Sec. 102. Educational assistance under Post- 
9/11 Educational Assistance 
Program for members of the 
Armed Forces awarded the Pur-
ple Heart. 

Sec. 103. Inclusion of Fry Scholarship recipi-
ents and Purple Heart recipi-
ents in Yellow Ribbon G.I. Edu-
cation Enhancement Program. 

Sec. 104. Inclusion of certain members of the 
Armed Forces serving on active 
duty in Yellow Ribbon G.I. Edu-
cation Enhancement Program. 

Sec. 105. Consolidation of certain eligibility 
tiers under Post-9/11 Edu-
cational Assistance Program of 
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

Sec. 106. Eligibility for Post-9/11 Edu-
cational Assistance for certain 
members of reserve components 
of Armed Forces who lost enti-
tlement to educational assist-
ance under Reserve Educational 
Assistance Program. 

Sec. 107. Calculation of monthly housing sti-
pend under Post-9/11 Edu-
cational Assistance Program 
based on location of campus 
where classes are attended. 

Sec. 108. Charge to entitlement for certain 
licensure and certification tests 
and national tests under De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
Post-9/11 Educational Assist-
ance Program. 

Sec. 109. Restoration of entitlement to edu-
cational assistance and other 
relief for veterans affected by 
school closure or disapproval. 

Sec. 110. Additional authorized transfer of 
unused Post-9/11 Educational 
Assistance benefits to depend-
ents upon death of originally 
designated dependent. 

Sec. 111. Edith Nourse Rogers STEM Schol-
arship. 

Sec. 112. Honoring the national service of 
members of the Armed Forces 
by elimination of time limita-
tion for use of entitlement. 

Sec. 113. Monthly stipend for certain mem-
bers of the reserve components 
of the Armed Forces receiving 
Post-9/11 Educational Assist-
ance. 

Sec. 114. Annual reports to Congress on in-
formation on student progress 
submitted by educational insti-
tutions. 

Sec. 115. Improvement of information tech-
nology of the veterans benefits 
administration of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

Sec. 116. Department of Veterans Affairs 
high technology pilot program. 

TITLE II—OTHER EDUCATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

Sec. 201. Work-study allowance. 

Sec. 202. Duration of educational assistance 
under Survivors’ and Depend-
ents’ Educational Assistance 
Program. 

Sec. 203. Olin E. Teague increase in amounts 
of educational assistance pay-
able under Survivors’ and De-
pendents’ Educational Assist-
ance Program. 

TITLE III—ADMINISTRATION OF 
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

Sec. 301. State approving agency funding. 

Sec. 302. Authorization for use of Post-9/11 
Educational Assistance to pur-
sue independent study pro-
grams at certain educational 
institutions that are not insti-
tutions of higher learning. 

Sec. 303. Provision of information on pri-
ority enrollment for veterans in 
certain courses of education. 

Sec. 304. Limitation on use of reporting fees 
payable to educational institu-
tions and sponsors of programs 
of apprenticeship. 

Sec. 305. Training for school certifying offi-
cials. 

Sec. 306. Extension of authority for Advi-
sory Committee on Education. 

Sec. 307. Department of Veterans Affairs 
provision of on-campus edu-
cational and vocational coun-
seling for veterans. 

Sec. 308. Provision of information regarding 
veteran entitlement to edu-
cational assistance. 

Sec. 309. Treatment, for purposes of edu-
cational assistance adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, of educational 
courses that begin seven or 
fewer days after the first day of 
an academic term. 

Sec. 310. Inclusion of risk-based reviews in 
State approving agency over-
sight activities. 

Sec. 311. Comptroller General study of State 
approving agency performance. 

TITLE IV—RESERVE COMPONENT 
BENEFITS 

Sec. 401. Eligibility of reserve component 
members for Post-9/11 Edu-
cational Assistance. 

Sec. 402. Time limitation for training and 
rehabilitation for veterans with 
service-connected disabilities. 

TITLE V—OTHER MATTERS 

Sec. 501. Repeal inapplicability of modifica-
tion of basic allowance for 
housing to benefits under laws 
administered by Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs. 

Sec. 502. Reconsideration of previously de-
nied claims for disability com-
pensation for veterans who al-
lege full-body exposure to ni-
trogen mustard gas, sulfur mus-
tard gas, or Lewisite during 
World War II. 

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED 
STATES CODE. 

Except as otherwise expressly provided, 
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment 
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision, 
the reference shall be considered to be made 
to a section or other provision of title 38, 
United States Code. 
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